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India Foundation

UNDERSTANDING REPORTING MECHANISMS TO
END CHILD ABUSE

(with AV art resources for educators to use in their classrooms)

Protsahan’s National Child Protection Program > Resources



https://protsahan.co.in/our-programs/national-child-protection-program/

According to a recent
report by U.S. National
Center for Missing &
Exploited Children
(NCMEC) at least
25,000 images of
child sexual abuse
were uploaded every
day from India.
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National Comrr;i;sion for Protection
of Child Rights (NCPCR) in 2012

found that 99% of school children

are subjected to physical and
mental abuse by teachers.
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According to
CHILDLINE 1098,
during two weeks
of the lockdown

in April 2020 the
number of calls
of children in
distress had
increased by

90 per cent.
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POCSO cases registered for
child abuse raised from
8,904 in 2014 to 14,913 in
2015, under the POSCO Act.
Sexual offences and
kidnapping account for 81%
of the crimes against minors
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PATTERNS OF VIOLENCE VARY BY AGE

<5

Child maltreatment, Iincluding violent discipline

Emotional or psychological violence and witnessing violence

Family and communities:
where domestic violence,
sexual violence and corporal
punishment often occurs.

Online or technologically
based: especially sexual
abuse (including sexual
exploitation and ‘grooming'),
as well as bullying.

Unicef India, Strategy for Ending Violence Against Children
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Bullying Youth vioclence

Dating / intimate partner violence

Sexual violence

War and other collective violence

Schools: where bullying, Institutions: where child
corporal discipline and sexual maltreatment, sexual violence
abuse often occur and abuse often occurs

On the move and on the
streets: where vulnerable
children may be expose to
violence




a Child Protection Sytstem in India
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National and State Commission on Prolaction of Child Right
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Source: https://www.unicef.org/india/sites/unicef.org.india/files/2020-07/UNICEF %20India%20EVAC%20Programme%20Strategy_web%20version.pdf
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v in sehoolo In India focus on these areas

The violence ¢

Protsahan’s Adolescent Girl Framework
Empowering the Agency of Girls in Underserved Communities
Through The Lens of Intersectionality

The HEART Model ®

Squal Violence

Preventlve & curative
interventions using
legal and mental

health services.

Access to menstrual
health, sexual health
& reproductive rights
for adolescent girls &
women in the com-
munities

Creative life skills inter-
ventions to empower
adolescent girls from

underserved communi-

ties.




TO REPORT CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE INCIDENT
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CHILDLINE : 1098
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When you get an unsafe touch, you may feel ‘(L.g

NCPCR HELPLINE:
0986823507

bad, confused and helpless
You need not feel "bad" because it’s not your fault

DCPCR: 011-23862686,
23862691
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POLICE: 100



INDIA SPECIFIC KEY LEGISLATIONS ON ENDING CHILD ABUSE

Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009, prohibits ‘physical
punishment’ and ‘'mental harassment’ under Section 17(1) and makes it a punishable offence under

Seclion 17(2) as per the service rules.

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act 2015:
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Sec 2 (24) defines corporal punishment: means the subjecting of a child by any person
to physical punishment that involves the deliberate infliction of pain as retribution for an
offence, or for the purpose of disciplining or reforming the child,

Sec 75. Punishment for cruelty to child. Whoever, having the actual charge of, or control
over, a child, assaults, abandons, abuses, exposes or willfully neglects the child or
causes or procures the child to be assaulted, abandoned, abused, exposed or neglected
in a manner likely to cause such child unnecessary mental or physical suffering, shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years or with fine of
one lakh rupees or with both (exempts parents from being criminalized in case they are
not in a condition to take care of the child)

Provided further that if such offence is committed by any person employed by or
managing an organisation, which Is entrusted with the care and protection of the child, he
shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment which may extend up to five years, and fine
which may extend up to five lakhs rupees.

Provided also that on account of the aforesaid cruelty, if the child is physically
incapacitated or develops a mental illness or is rendered mentally unfit to perform
reqular tasks or has risk to life or limb, such person shall be punishable with rigorous
imprisonment, not less than three years but which may be extended up to ten years and
shall also be liable to fine of five lakhs rupees
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Sec 82. Corporal punishment in CCls. (1) Any person in-charge of or employed in a child
care institution, who subjects a child to corporal punishment with the aim of disciplining
the child, shall be liable, on the first conviction, to a fine of ten thousand rupees and for
every subsequent offence, shall be liable for imprisonment which may extend to three
months or fine or with both. (2) If a person employed in an institution referred to in sub-
section (1), is convicted of an offence under that sub-section, such person shall also

be liable for dismissal from service and shall also be debarred from working directly

with children thereafter. (3) In case, where any corporal punishment s reported in an
institution referred to in sub-section (1) and the management of such institution does not
cooperate with any inquiry or comply with the orders of the Committee or the Board or
court or State Government, the person in-charge of the management of the institution
shall be liable for punishment with imprisonment for a term not less than three years and
shall also be liable to fine which may extend to one lakh rupees.
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INDIA SPECIFIC KEY LEGISLATIONS ON ENDING CHILD ABUSE

Prevention of Children from Sexual Offenses Act (POCSO0) 2012

Implementation of the POCSO Act — Goals, Gaps and Challenges, Study of Cases of Special

Courts in Delhi and Mumbai 2012-15, HAQ Centre for Child Rights, Forum Against Child Sexual
Exploitation, UNICEF, 2017

©
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Children are defined as persons below the age of 18 years.

The Act is gender neutral, i.e., it recognizes that the victims and the perpetrators of the
offence can be male, female or third gender.

It raises the age of sexual consent from 16 years to 18 years, by making all sexual
aclivity with a minor a statutory sexual offence.

The POCSO Act broadens the understanding of rape (penetrative sexual assault)

from penilevaginal penetration to penetration by specific body parts or of objects into
specified parts of the child’s body, or making the child to so penetrate. It also penalises
the person who may not engage in the penetration but may cause the penetration of a
child by another person or cause the child to penetrate another.

The Act recognizes that sexual abuse may involve or may not involve bodily contact; it
categorises these offence as ‘sexual assault’ and 'sexual harassment’.

Under the Act, penetrative sexual assault and sexual assault becomes aggravated and

Is punished more severely when committed - - by specified persons such as a police

officer, member of the armed forces or security forces, public servant; management

or staff of place of custody or care and protection, hospital, educational or religious /
institution, upon a child therein etc., -in specified situations such as offence committed

more than once or repeatedly; on a child with physical or mental disability or resulting in
physical or mental disability; on a child below 12 years of age, elc.

The Act lays down special procedures 1o be followed by the investigating agency when e
recording the child's statement and by the Special Court during the child’'s deposition.

Reporting to the police about commission of a sexual offence is mandatory under the )
Act for everyone, and the legislation includes a penal provision for non-reporting.

The Act contains provisions to ensure that the identity of a child against whom a sexual
offence is committed is not disclosed by media.

Children are to be provided other special support in the form of translators, interpreters,
special educators, experts, support persons and NGOs during the pre-trial stage and
tnal stage.

Children are entitled to legal representation by a lawyer of their choice or free legal aid.

The Act also contains rehabilitative measures, such as compensation for the child and
involvement of the Child Welfare Committee.
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KEY FEATURES OF POCSQ}

1.

7

Defines any person below the age of 18 as a child

\\.)i-‘-
Addresses various forms of sexual abuse, se»e@ﬂqfsmit,\se}ual &

harassment and pornography

S

Prescribes guidelines for key players stch as
institutions, psychologists and counsellors

Aims to create child-friendly Speda% )
Allows for a support person appointed by the Chi elfare Committee

(CWC) or the family to be present during the child’s evidence recording
process
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Section 42 A of the Act provides that in case of inconsistency with
provisions of any other law, the POCSO Act shall override such
provisions.

To monitor the implementation of the Act, the National Commission for
the Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) and State Commissions for the
Protection of Child Rights (SCPCRs) have been made the designated
authority. Both being statutory bodies.

Protsahan

India Foundation



GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF POCSO

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 mentions important general
principles which are to be followed by anyone, including the State Governments, the Child
Welfare Committee, the Police, the Special Courts, NGOs or any other professional present
during the trial and assisting the child during the trial. These include:

1. Right to life & survival — The child must be shielded from any kind of physical,

psychological, mental, emotional abuse & neglect

2. Best interests of the child — The primary consideration must be the harmonious

development of the child

3. Right to be treated with dignity and compassion — Child victims should be treated in a \“V/;%
)
caring and sensitive manner throughout the justice process WSS

4. Right to be protected from discrimination — The justice process must be transparent and
accountable; irrespective of the child’s cultural, religious, linguistic or social orientation

5. Right to special preventive measures — It suggests, that victimised children are more
likely to get abused again, thus, preventive measures and training must be given to
them for self-protection

6. Right to be informed — The child victim or witness must be well informed of the legal

proceedings

7. Right to be heard and to express views and concerns — Every child has the right to be

heard in respect of matters affecting him/her \ v
8. Right to effective assistance - financial, legal, counselling, health, social and educational “%
)

services, physical and psychological recovery services and other services necessary for
the child“s healing must be provided

9. Right to Privacy — The childs privacy & identity must be protected at all stages of the
pre-trial & trial

10.Right to compensation — The child victim may be awarded compensation for his/her

relief and rehabilitation




ALWAYS REMEMBER!

e POCSO PROTECTS: Pocso ensures safety and dignity of the
child

e POCSO IS GENDER NEUTRAL

e POCSOQO BELIEVES: When a child confides in you to make a
disclosure of abuse, it is your duty to tell the child, “It's not your
fault and | believe you.”

e POCSO MAKES REPORTING MANDATORY: Report the incident
to the right trusted authority that upholds the “best interests of
the child.” under all circumstances to help the child heal

e CONSIDER INSTITUTIONALISATION AS THE LAST RESORT:
First focus on medical aid to the child, legal compensations,
solutions based in restorative justice practices and bringing the
perpetrator to justice as critical steps, rather than immediately
and forcibly putting the child victim away in a shelter home.




BREAK THE SILENCE. END CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE.
' it e | Tel A 2T e '

10 SENTENCES THAT CAN TURN A VICTIM INTO A
SURVIVOR.

1. | BELIEVE YOU. (& gA W fdoard 1)

2. THIS WAS NOT YOUR FAULT. (Ig 31TU<h! TTetdt Tel 2t 1)

3. YOU DID NOTHING WRONG. (3119 8 TTeid gl fbarl)
4. I'm proud of you for opening up. (§&1 31U dldi= TR 7Td &)
5. I'm right here for you. (ﬁ"g’@%%@é’fél)
6
7
8
9

. This doesn’t define you. (I8 ﬂqﬁq@ﬂﬁﬁﬁ BT 1)
. HEALING IS POSSIBLE. (ferwT HAfcs g1/ Tg T HRT ST HebdT 81)
. What they did was wrong. (37811 Sl fhdT T8 TTeld 2T!)

. You are worthy of unconditional support and love. (319 f&HT 2[d
T IR IR B AT 2l )
10.You're so much more than that. (37T 394 gd B B l)
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I 3cis A g &6
TR&(oT 1 rfufaan
(POCSO Act, 2012)

o (T Sl b AT B dTed AT 3TRTH 3R BSBIS &b ATHA] H J&d BRIl &b oy |

o 18 99 I BH 39 & febdl M} ferd &b T U BT, 38 3797 i @M1, 379 3704 il <l
B4 & 6 &gAT, a1 3% THITe fUaeR ST - 96 POCSO B & e | qUsH 3R

2l

o ST forhTad Afdrd T, 37k CIe], Slaex, IT bls UT 3TMMTah B HehdT 2l

o TTe 3719 18 HTdT T &g Yt Rl 7 &, S ST 319 ATeIMfci™ &1, def 31Tads Href A f8aT g &f, i 31y

39! forprad Bt Wi gof & Iobd 2l

o I 32 ¥t aoTe W 31T Yoy & Uy A& ST Webd - a9 Wi Feg fAmfaifEd adie! & Uge Fasd! 8-
1. 18 ITA ¥ BIH 35 P AT I 3cdieT 3R ARIRE a1 A9 8dT & dR § 1098 T HiT Bk
STHBRT & Hbd B
2. i 3YhT 39 AT Wi Afdd BT 39 18 AT I SATT & dd 379 1091, TR f&aT1 & AmveT A
181 31 011-26942369, 26944754 W B &P AT &t 3fTd STHBRT dfcch Jid Haq HI T

qbd &
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POCSO q sl
P8 SNl d1d

. BIS Yfeid 31fHbRT FIR &Sl B3 ¥ S4hR &l B Aebdl &, 3R 39b Jfeld
X2 P ATUBR &F & dTeX B dTet 3TURTH bl AT & Sird! 21 o vt a8
FIR ST 33 & faiq a1 € 31R 33 Jafod gfesy oM & 37fed &3

. ITchR T BSBT bl AT b BTl HAY did ST P dlavia Ifeid FIR ol
B H STBR Tal Y Hebdl | S Yfeid 31TUeh] JdTdl & fob I 31deht
YTeIfHepT T &St &I e Hebd & il 31U gHeh! RUTE &l bl 7, dl Ad
AT |

. fort it ufRfeifa § aeTepR difSdr &) uga 3SR A8l &) ST Jbdl |

. A3t BT 3MURIEIS Ufdsar fgdr &I URT 160 & d&d ySdre & fag
Qfei T2 Tl AT ST Hebdl 8| I DBIIT YRR AfEeT131l bl IudTs &

7 2R U A gfeid oA | IR TEl 81 BT 31fbR YaH &dT 2|

. FATPR b HTHA Bl WTRST A8l a1 ST JbdT §, Hol &l Slaed bl bedl &
[ TP R A2l §31T AT| TAThR bl fIBR Afgell Bl TRTIES Ufchar
fedT &l YRT 164 T & 3R fefbedhI ST i bl 3T hdT eldl &,
3R Ppdel RUTIE &1 THTUT & BU H BRI B dbdl ol




A QUICK VIDEO RESOURCE GUIDE FOR TEACHERS TO APPROACH THE TOPIC OF
CHILD RIGHTS AND CHILD ABUSE TO CREATE AWARENESS IN THEIR CLASSROOMS

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE - NCPCR VIDEO 1 (HINDI)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NyYxxZi79I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CwzoUnj0Cxc

A QUICK VIDEO RESOURCE GUIDE FOR TEACHERS TO APPROACH THE TOPIC OF
CHILD RIGHTS AND CHILD ABUSE TO CREATE AWARENESS IN THEIR CLASSROOMS

CHILD MARRIAGE - VIDEQ 3 (HINDI)

When she S 16, | was bokias

CHILD MARRAIAGE VIDEO% (HINDI)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mLxnxy_MjnY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GfSuUueM0SI

A QUICK VIDEO RESOURCE GUIDE FOR TEACHERS TO APPROACH THE TOPIC OF
CHILD RIGHTS AND CHILD ABUSE TO CREATE AWARENESS IN THEIR CLASSROOMS

MENSTRUAL HYGIENE - VIDEO 5 (HINDI)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QiqWmLBXoz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x1zYvxL-lzc

A QUICK VIDEO RESOURCE GUIDE FOR TEACHERS TO APPROACH THE TOPIC OF
CHILD RIGHTS AND CHILD ABUSE TO CREATE AWARENESS IN THEIR CLASSROOMS

MENSTRUAL HYGIENE - VIDéO 7 (HINDI) (



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcqtztE4QrY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=daaSNSV7WP4

A QUICK VIDEO RESOURCE GUIDE FOR TEACHERS TO APPROACH THE TOPIC OF
CHILD RIGHTS AND CHILD ABUSE TO CREATE AWARENESS IN THEIR CLASSROOMS

POCSO LAW WHAT CHILDREN NEED TO KNOW — VIDEO 9 (HIND
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POCSO LAW WHAT TEACHERS NEED TO KNOW — VIDEO 10 (HIND1)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Zhm-WliCys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bVXt3T7e8o

