


Myth #1: Children are sexually abused only by strangers.
Staying away from strangers will decrease the threat to children.

Fact: Nothing can be farther from truth than saying that children

are only abused by strangers. Statistics on crime against children
reveal that in majority of the cases, children know the person who
abuses them. In fact, in at least 33% of the child sexual abuse cases,
a family member is involved as the perpetrator. A wide majority of
perpetrators is also formed by acquaintances and a very few
percentage are strangers.

Myth #2: It's often the child’s fault for encouraging sexual activity

Fact: This is an extremely hollow argument. A child cannot be
responsible for the abusive actions of an adult. The entire responsibility
lies with the offender. The child is any day in a vulnerable position
compared to the adult. The adult has significant authority over the
child. The child is likely to trust the person and believe they are safe.
At the same time, children are not psychologically prepared to cope
with repeated sexual stimulation.

Myth #3: Children who get sexually abused share their ordeal with
someone

Fact: This is again a prevalent notion but it's not the truth. A large
number of sexual abuse victims keep it all to themselves. Many who
disclose it to their parents/guardians do so after a long time which can
even go up to five years. Some of the children never disclose it at all
as they think that it will further dent their dignity. It is because of this
reason that child sexual abuse is called a “silent problem”.

40% adults report receiving
ol some form of sexual abuse
as kids.



Myth #4: The majority of adults who assault children were themselves
sexually assaulted as children

Fact: While this may hold true in a fraction of cases, it cannot be
generalised. The available statistical evidence does not support this
assumption. Most child abusers are people with sick mindset on the
prowl.

Myth #5: If a child says that he/she has been sexually abused but
later says that nothing really happened, it means that the child was

lying

Fact: It is quite likely that children may retract their allegation of
sexual abuse in the event of enormous pressure being exerted on
them by family members and the society at large. This happens mostly
in the cases when the offender is a family member. If the child makes
the allegation, the dynamics can be such that the entire family may

be at risk of breaking up or the child may not be provided any support.
Many times, the child is coerced by elders (including parents) to just
keep everything to himself as that will *normalize” things. This only
encourages the offender to attack again as he thinks that if the child
alleges again, people will not believe him/her.

Myth #6: Abusers are social misfits and easily identifiable

Fact: Almost all abusers look just like us. There is no definite way of
identifying an abuser from looks alone. Many abusers are family men
with children and respectable professions like doctors, priests,
teachers, etc.

/0% of abusers are directly
related to the child.



